Manus Mariae
(Hands of Mary)

UPCOMING EVENTS:
JANUARY:
 3-5 “Come & See” Weekend
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Christmas greetings

 17-19 “Evangelization” Retreat
given by the Sisters

Dear Friends,

 24 - Blessed Feast Day,
Sister Francine!
(Feast of St. Francis de Sales)

Jesus Christ is Lord! At the conclusion of the Year of Faith, we join with the entire Church, giving
thanks to God for the many graces and blessings He has bestowed on us throughout the year. Joyfully
confessing that Christ is King, we now prepare with peaceful expectation to welcome Him anew and
ever more deeply into our hearts and home in the company of Mary and St. Joseph.

MARCH:
 11-14 Formator’s Workshop in
St. Louis, MO
APRIL:
 26 - Blessed Feast Day,
Sister Maria Consuela!
(Feast of Our Lady of Good
Counsel)

We are confident that the King Who was not ashamed to embrace human neediness in His Holy
Infancy, will look kindly upon our needs and reward in abundance all of our friends and benefactors
who continue to assist us with generosity and love in our mission of joyful evangelization. As we
celebrate the Solemnity of the Lord’s Nativity, please know that we carry in our hearts and prayers all
of your needs and intentions and place them at the feet of our Newborn Savior.
May the full measure of His Bethlehem blessings flow from His Heart to each of yours throughout
the coming year!

Prayerfully,

MAY:
 1 - Blessed Feast Day,
Mother Kathryn Joseph!
(Feast of St. Joseph the Worker)
 23-25 “Come & See” Weekend

A heartfelt thank you
On November 1, 2013, we began our  Helping us meet unexpected expenses  Attending the SEEK 2013 National
first Annual Appeal. We are thankful for
Conference (hosted by FOCUS
for one of our Sisters diagnosed with
everyone who has responded to our
Ministries); this afforded us the
cancer.
needs through monetary
opportunity to evangelize to
donations and/or prayerful
young men and women from
support. Your continued help
across the country.
has made it possible for us to
 Our annual retreat. This year
continue to serve in many ways,
we were fortunate to have Father
including:
Gary C. Caster of the Peoria
Diocese as retreat master.
 Formation of our postulants
and novices as well as
Your continued support has
ongoing formation for our
made all of this and much more
professed Sisters.
possible. Thank you for your
support of our mission and
 Making it possible for young
(Left to right): Sr. Mary Joanna, Sr. Erin (Michelle Marie), Sr. Mary
apostolates. We continue to
women to discern with our
Elizabeth, Sr. Margarite Marie, Sr. Francine, Sr. Paschalina Marie,
keep your needs and intentions
community during “Come
Sr. Mary Eucharista, Sr. Maria Consuela, Sr. Marybeth, Mother
in our prayers.
and See” retreats.
Kathryn Joseph, Sr. Dyna (Christiana Marie) and Sr. Maria Magdalena
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A growing family of faith
On May 31, 2013, the Feast of
the Presentation, Ms. Dyna Rene
was received as a postulant!
Dyna entered after four years
of discernment with our
community. She had been
unable to enter due to her
educational debt.
Her entrance
was made possible thanks to
the
generous
support of many,
especially those at
the Mater Ecclesiae

Sr. Dyna renews her
consecration to Mary
after receiving her
miraculous medal.

Fund for Vocations
and the Laboure
Society, who assisted

Dyna in her fundraising efforts for
over two years.
On March 6, 2013, Dyna received a
grant from Mater Ecclesiae for the
remainder of her loans! We are
grateful for God’s Providence and
ask you for your prayers for our
community and for
Sister Dyna. It is
the generosity of
the faithful that has
made this grant
through
Mater
Ecclesiae possible.
Thank you for your
support!

Sr. Maria Consuela, our
postulant director, welcomes
Sister into the community!

Together again
On June 4, 2013, we once again
rejoiced in the Lord’s Providence.
Sister Maria Magdalena, who had
been in Mexico for
almost two years
due to her immigration status, was able
to return home. also an exciting day for her
Deo Gratias!
and Sr. Erin as they met for
It was not only a the first time! As we prepare
joyous reunion but for the coming of Christ, we

(Left): We
welcomed
six young
women
from
Idaho,
California,
Washington
and Alaska for our May “Come & See” Weekend.

Fr. Gary Caster led us
in our annual retreat.
His sense of humor and spiritual insights
offered a delightful experience!

count our blessings for the gift
of each Sister and our spiritual
family!

FOCUS Ministries hosted “SEEK 2013” in Orlando,
FL. (Left): Chris Stefanick speaks about the issue of
“relativism” that surrounds our culture.(Below): Sr. Mary
Joanna and Dyna joined over 6,000 university students
from around the
country for 5 days
of inspiring talks about
some of today’s challenges.

In July, Sister Margarite Marie & Sister
Paschalina Marie attended the “St. John
Bosco Conference”. Held at Franciscan
University in Steubenville, the
focus was on “The Evangelizing
Church”. This was made possible by the generous support of
the Catholic Foundation of
Eastern Washington and All
Saints Catholic School.

Responding to His Call
Bishop Emeritus,
William Skylstad,
offered the Divine
Liturgy for the
Sisters’ renewal
of vows

“The consecrated woman is mother, she must be
a mother...Be mothers, as the figure of Mother
Mary and of the Mother Church” (Pope Francis).
Continuing to enkindle their “fiat” and their call
to follow Christ unconditionally, Sr. Maria
Magdalena of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Sr.
Margarite Marie of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
and Sr. Paschalina Marie of Our Lady Help of
Christians, renewed their profession of holy vows

on August 22. Celebrating the
Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, each Sister
renewed her desire to be
united to the Divine Bridegroom. As His bride, she,
like Mary, shares in
the joy of spiritual
motherhood!

The
Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass was offered by
Bishop Emeritus, William Skylstad,
who was assisted by Deacon John
Rucheinsky. Concelebrating priests
included Fr. Michael Maher, SJ,
Fr. Darrin Connall, Fr. Felix Lorge,
Fr. David Kuttner and visiting priest,
Fr. Joseph Devine, from Meriden,
Connecticut.

Sr. Maria Magdalena

(Above): Sister Margarite
Marie and Sister Paschalina
Marie with radiant smiles
following their profession
of triennial vows.
(Left): Sr. Margarite Marie
watches as
Sr. Paschalina Marie signs
her profession of vows.

The excitement grew for Sr. Dyna and
Sr. Erin as the date approached. And
with Bishop Skylstad and Deacon John
Rushceinsky present, the Sisters were
vested in the religious habit and
received their new religious names!

signs her profession of
vows. (Below L-R):
Sr. Mary Eucharista
(Juniors’ Formator),
Mother Kathryn Joseph,
Sr. Maria Magdalena
and Fr. Joseph Devine.
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It wasn’t long before we began to count down
the days until November 9! On the Feast of
the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, our
postulants, Sr. Dyna and Sr. Erin, entered
the novitiate, and Sr. Mary Joanna of Our
Lady of Consolation renewed her profession
of religious vows.

The Sisters beamed as Bishop
Skylstad announced: Sr. Dyna Rene
will now be known as...Sr. Christiana Marie
of Our Lady, Cause of Our Joy (patron:
Christ in His Transfiguration). Sr. Erin
Knight will be known as...Sr. Michelle Marie
of Our Lady, Queen of Angels (patron: St.
Michael the Archangel).

Is Jesus Calling You? Come and See!

(Above): Sr. Maria Consuela receives a blessing as
she begins “the task and the privilege of teaching
these novices
to
follow
Christ in the spirit and charism of the
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church,
with whom they are officially united as a
spiritual family.” (Above Left): Sr. Dyna
hears her new name for the first time! Her
smile is worth a thousand words!
(Right): Mother Kathryn Joseph receives
Sister Mary Joanna’s profession of vows.
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Joyful anticipation
“It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness
and thus to open doors of hope" (Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Seek That Which Is Above).
As Christmas approaches, we are filled with
more and more joy while we look forward to
the realized hope of Christ’s birth. While
waiting can be a time of joyful anticipation, it
can also be a time of sadness if not kept in
perspective. As the disciples rejoiced on
Easter Sunday at Christ’s prophetic words
coming to pass, they shortly found themselves
saddened after His Ascension into Heaven
despite reassurances that He went to make a
place for them. The angels gently redirected
their minds and hearts from dwelling on
Christ’s departure to joyfully awaiting a
reunion with Him. The Year of Faith brought
us many blessings, blessings that must be

peered with eyes of faith in order to be fully
embraced.
On the day the Universal Church said
goodbye to our beloved Pope Emeritus, we
said tearful goodbyes to our dear friend and
spiritual father, Monsignor William Van
Ommeren. He entered into Eternity shortly
after watching, with the whole world, Pope
Benedict XVI say his goodbyes on February
28. While we are saddened both by the loss of
a beloved friend and the resignation of a
dearly loved pontiff and theologian, we rejoice
in knowing that we will one day be united with
“Father Van” (as we lovingly called him) in
Heaven and that the Holy Spirit has brought

us a worthy shepherd to Christ’s Bride, the
Church. What a shepherd Pope Francis has
proven to be these past months! This Advent,
we feel the pain of not having Father Van with
us. We remember him with joyful gladness.
We pray for him and trust in his prayers for
us. As the angels gently redirected the
Apostles’ hearts and minds, this season is
redirecting our hearts and minds not only to
joyful expectancy of Christ’s birth but to a
reunion with Father Van in Heaven.

I would like to support the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church with the following gift...
Name: ______________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
City/State: __________________________________________ Zip: _____________________
E-mail : __________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Please accept my gift of:  $25  $50  $100  $250  $500  $1000  $_________

Please keep the following intentions in your
prayers throughout the new year:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

I wish to direct my gift toward:
 Greatest need

 Medical expenses

 Endowment for Sisters’ retirement

 My check is enclosed (Please make checks payable to: Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church)
You may also donate online at www.sistersofmarymc.org; then select the “Giving” tab.


My donation is in memory or honor of:

Please contact me regarding:
 Adopt-a-Nun Program
 Placing the Sisters in my will
 Upcoming Retreats by the Sisters
 Volunteering for the Sisters

Visit to Seton High in Vancouver, WA

A special visit from
Br. Gabriel Torretta, OP

Merry Christmas
Joining Pope Francis as we pray
for peace in Syria on September 7th

