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FROM THE
BISHOP

What does God
want out of my life?

A

s we reflect on the faithful departed in November, the Latin phrase memento mori comes to
mind. "Remember death," it is not necessarily

a pleasant reminder but one that has long been used in
the Christian tradition to remember to live each day as if
it were our last here on earth, our last before we meet the
Lord. The question then is how do we walk in friendship
with Him today? How do we live a Christian life now, and
follow God's call in our lives? This month I've chosen to
share a column by Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles that looks at this important question: how do I develop a personal relationship with Jesus?
— BISHOP THOMAS DALY

(Republished from the Sept. 26
Issue of Angelus News, the official
Magazine of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles)
With the new school year beginning, in recent weeks I have had the
blessing to celebrate Mass at some
of our Catholic high schools.
High school is such a great time in
life. It is a time when young people
start really thinking about how they
are going to live. What am I going
to do for a job? Who will I marry?
Will I find the right person? Where
am I going to live? This is the time
when some begin to wonder if God
is calling them to be a priest or to be
consecrated in religious life.
Sometimes I think we get stuck
because we ask the wrong questions.
We ask: What do I want out of my
life? But we need to remember that
life is not about us. The better question is always: What does God want
out of my life? Why did he make me?

¿Qué quiere Dios de mi vida?

M

ientras reflexionamos sobre los fieles que partieron en noviembre, la frase latina
memento mori me viene a la mente. “Recuerda la muerte”, no es necesariamente un
recordatorio agradable, sino uno que ha sido utilizado durante mucho tiempo en la

tradición cristiana para recordar vivir cada día como si fuera nuestro último aquí en la tierra, nuestro
último antes de encontrarnos con el Señor. La pregunta entonces es ¿cómo caminamos en amistad
con Él hoy? ¿Cómo vivimos ahora una vida cristiana y seguimos el llamado de Dios en nuestras
vidas? Este mes he escogido compartir una columna por el Arzobispo de Los Ángeles, José Gómez,
que analiza esta importante pregunta: ¿cómo desarrollar una relación personal con Jesús?
— OBISPO THOMAS DALY

DEL OBISPO

MONSEÑOR JOSÉ
H. GOMEZ
ARZOBISPO DE
LOS ÁNGELES
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(Reeditado del número del 26 de
septiembre de Angelus News, la
revista oficial de la Arquidiócesis de
Los Ángeles)
Con el comienzo del nuevo año
escolar, he tenido la bendición en
las últimas semanas de celebrar la
Misa en algunas de nuestras escuelas
secundarias católicas.
La escuela secundaria es un
tiempo magnífico de la vida. Es
un momento en el que los jóvenes
empiezan realmente a pensar en
cómo van a vivir. ¿En qué voy a
trabajar? ¿Con quién me casaré?

¿Encontraré a la persona adecuada?
¿En dónde voy a vivir? Este es el
tiempo en el que algunos empiezan
a preguntarse si Dios los llama
para ser sacerdotes o para ser
consagrados en la vida religiosa.
A veces pienso que nos quedamos
atascados porque nos hacemos
las preguntas equivocadas. Nos
preguntamos: ¿Qué quiero de mi
vida? Pero hemos de recordar
que la razón de la vida no somos
nosotros mismos. La mejor pregunta
es siempre: ¿Qué quiere Dios de mi
vida? ¿Por qué me hizo?
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And the answer that I talk to
young people about is that we are
all born to be saints. We are all born
to find Jesus and to follow him. And
when we follow him, we discover
the meaning of our lives.
Of course, this takes some convincing — with young people as well
as with adults. Many of us still have
the wrong ideas about holiness and
what it means to be a saint.
But the truth is that saints are not
“extraordinary” people — they are
not like “extraterrestrials” who come
down to earth. Too many people
think like that — and it gets in the
way of helping them to see what
God wants with our lives.
Saints are regular people like you
and me. What makes the difference
is that saints really believe that they
are children of God. They really
believe that God made them for a
reason, for a relationship.
God did not just create us — and

Y la respuesta que le doy a los
jóvenes es que todos hemos nacido
para ser santos. Todos nacemos para
encontrar a Jesús y para seguirlo. Y
cuando lo seguimos, descubrimos el
significado de nuestras vidas.
Por supuesto, esto implica algo de
labor de convencimiento, tanto en
lo que respecta a los jóvenes como
en lo que se refiere a los adultos.
Muchos de nosotros todavía tenemos
ideas equivocadas sobre la santidad
y sobre lo que significa ser un santo.
Pero la verdad es que los santos
no son personas “extraordinarias”.
No son como “extraterrestres” que
bajan a la tierra. Demasiada gente
piensa eso. Y esto dificulta el poder
ayudarles a ver lo que Dios quiere de
nuestras vidas.
Los santos son personas comunes
y corrientes, como ustedes y como
yo. Lo que hace la diferencia es que
los santos realmente creen que son
hijos de Dios. Ellos creen realmente
que Dios los creó con un motivo,
para una relación.
Dios no nos creó simplemente para
luego dejarnos solos. Dios no es así.

then leave us alone. That is not who
God is. That is not how he works.
God is our Father. He wants to help
us grow. He loves every one of us like
his own daughters, like his own son.
That is why God sent Jesus into
the world. He is meant to be our older brother. God sent him to show us
the way. That is why it is so important for us to have a relationship — a
personal relationship — with Jesus.
Because only when we know Jesus
can we find true happiness, true love.
It seems to me that one of the
challenges we have today is to really
help people believe that we can have
a relationship with God.
So, in my conversations with
young people, I have been challenging them to spend this school
year really trying to grow in their
relationship with Jesus.
For me, growing in that relationship means a kind of two-step daily
program.

First, we need to spend just a
few minutes a day praying. We
need to turn off our phones and
just try to be alone and be quiet
with God. Just talk to Jesus in your
heart. Ask him questions, tell him
what you are thinking, what is going on in your life.
We do not need to do this for a
long time. Just a few minutes is all
we need. What is important is to just
get into this habit of talking to Jesus.
For the second step, I tell our
young people they can use their
phones! I prefer to read the Gospels
in a book, but I suggest that they
may want to download a Bible app.
The important thing is to make
time every day to try to read a
passage from the Gospels. Reflect
a little on the words of Jesus — and
on his example. Think about what
he is saying, what he is doing. Think
about how he responds to different
people and situations.

Ésa no es su forma de actuar. Dios es
nuestro Padre. Él quiere ayudarnos
a crecer. Él ama a cada uno de
nosotros como a sus propias hijas,
como a sus propios hijos.
Por eso Dios envió a Jesús al
mundo. Porque él estaba destinado
a ser nuestro hermano mayor. Dios lo
envió para mostrarnos el camino. Por
eso es tan importante para nosotros
tener una relación —una relación
personal— con Jesús. Porque sólo
cuando conocemos a Jesús podemos
encontrar la verdadera felicidad, el
verdadero amor.
Me parece que uno de los retos
que enfrentamos hoy en día es el
de ayudar realmente a la gente
a creer que podemos tener una
relación con Dios.
Por lo tanto, en mis conversaciones
con los jóvenes los he estado
desafiando a que pasen este año
escolar tratando verdaderamente de
que su relación con Jesús crezca.
Para mí, crecer en esa relación
significa una especie de programa
diario en dos pasos.
Primero, necesitamos pasar unos

cuantos minutos al día rezando.
Necesitamos apagar nuestros
teléfonos e intentar estar solos y
en silencio con Dios. Sólo háblenle
a Jesús que está en su corazón.
Háganle preguntas, díganle lo
que están pensando, lo qué está
pasando en sus vidas.
No necesitamos hacer esto
durante mucho tiempo. Basta
con unos cuantos minutos. Lo
importante es adquirir este hábito
de hablar con Jesús.
Para el segundo paso, ¡les digo
a nuestros jóvenes que pueden
usar sus teléfonos! Prefiero leer
los Evangelios en un libro, pero
les sugiero que si quieren pueden
descargar una aplicación de
la Biblia.
Lo importante es hacer un
tiempo todos los días para tratar
de leer un pasaje de los Evangelios.
Para reflexionar un poco sobre las
palabras de Jesús y sobre su ejemplo.
Piensen en lo que Él está diciendo,
en lo que está haciendo. Piensen en
la manera en la que responde a las
diferentes personas y situaciones.

ARCHBISHOP
JOSÉ H. GOMEZ
ARCHBISHOP OF
LOS ANGELES

I have been telling young people
that I have been following a simple
program like this since I was their
age. And I promise: It works! These
habits start to change your life. The
more we pray, the more we reflect
on the Gospels, the more we begin
to see that Jesus is with us, that he is
working in our lives and in the world.
And as we keep going in following Jesus, we start to think and act
more like Jesus, more like a “saint.”
It is a beautiful thing. You realize
you are joyful, you are happy.
Pray for me this week and I will
be praying for you. And let us pray
for our young people.
May our Blessed Mother Mary help
them — and all of us — to grow in
our relationship with Jesus so that
we can become saints and make
being saints the way for our lives.
You can follow Archbishop Gomez daily via Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

Les he estado diciendo a los
jóvenes que he estado siguiendo
un programa tan sencillo como este
desde que tenía su edad. Y se los
prometo: ¡Funciona! Estos hábitos
comienzan a cambiar su vida.
Cuanto más oremos, cuanto más
reflexionemos sobre los Evangelios,
más empezaremos a ver que
Jesús está con nosotros, que está
trabajando en nuestras vidas y
en el mundo.
Y mientras sigamos avanzando
en pos de Jesús, empezaremos
a pensar y a actuar más como
Jesús, más como piensa y actúa un
“santo”. Es algo hermoso. Uno se da
cuenta de que está lleno de gozo,
de que está feliz.
Oren por mí esta semana, que yo
estaré orando por ustedes. Y oremos
por nuestros jóvenes.
Que nuestra Santísima Madre
María los ayude a ellos —y a todos
nosotros— a crecer en nuestra
relación con Jesús para que podamos
llegar a ser santos y para que
hagamos, del ser santos el camino
para nuestras vidas. VN
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Note from the editor
N

ovember is already here; the year has

This month, the Inland Catholic looks at both

flown by. As winter approaches and with

Catholic cemeteries and vocations. Bishop Daly

it the busy holiday season. November offers the

elected to reprint a column by Los Angeles Arch-

last chance for some quiet, slow time before

bishop José Gomez that encourages young people

Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and New Years

to build a personal relationship with Christ, to look

are upon us. It seems fitting that the Church has

to Christ for direction in their lives. Sister Mary Jo-

traditionally remembered the dead in November.

anna of the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church,
MITCHELL
PALMQUIST

It is a time to pray for our deceased relatives,
friends and indeed all the faithful departed.
This month, the bishops in the United States
encourage all parishes and schools to celebrate
Vocations Awareness Week, which is from Nov. 5
to Nov. 11. We are all asked to pray for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons and consecrated

is the editor of
Inland Catholic
and executive
director of
communications
for the Diocese
of Spokane.

men and women.

recently professed perpetual vows and shares her
own vocation story.
You might ask why these two themes should be
side by side both in what our Church calls us to
remember this November and also in the Inland
Catholic. I would suggest the reality of our death
can and should inspire us to ask questions about
what we are doing with our life. Are we responding to God’s plan for our life?

FIND YOUR PLACE AT

gprep.com |
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SHE SAYS:

HE SAYS:

‘I’m tired of being
the disciplinarian’

‘I want to be
the fun parent’

Jason travels a lot for work,
which means I am often acting
as a “single parent.” When he
comes home, all the rules go
out the window and it’s like a
vacation for the kids. My son told
me he likes his dad better than
me because “Dad is more fun!”
I need some changes.

Sherry is making a mountain out
of a molehill. My job is stressful
and I’m away a lot. When I come
home, I don’t want to spend my
time disciplining the kids and
enforcing bedtimes. I want to build
happy memories with them — not
having a version of my “wait ‘til
your father gets home!” childhood.

IT’S TOUGH TO BE A PARENT
who travels for work or is in the miliWHAT DO
tary. You can feel as if you’re missing a
THEY DO?
huge chunk of your children’s lives. It’s
not surprising Jason wants to pack all the fun into his
short time at home. But it’s also tough to be the parent
who slogs through the daily grind of raising children,
especially when you’re the sole disciplinarian.

6
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Q

After graduation from college, my daughter
told me she no longer believes in God. What

can I say to her that will help her think more deeply
about this decision?

A

Each of us has a unique relationship with God, the
depths of which cannot be perceived by others. St.
Teresa of Calcutta, for example, was known to the world for
her smile of comfort and warmth as she served the poor with
endless compassion. Yet her private letters reveal that she
experienced the dark night of the soul: “In my heart there is
no faith — no love — no trust — there is so much pain — the
pain of longing, the pain of not being wanted — I want God
with all the powers of my soul — and yet there between us —
there is terrible separation …” It must have been painful for her
confessor, Father Lawrence Picachy, to read those words, just
as it was painful for you as your daughter spoke. Keep in mind
that our loving God is immersed in our spiritual journeys.

BE AN OPEN LISTENER. Perhaps the biggest challenge
is to avoid becoming emotionally charged as your
daughter explains her beliefs. Responding in a defensive
way or with angry retorts cuts off communication about
faith. Faith cannot be forced on others. Instead, encourage
open dialogue which adds depth to your conversations.
Try to understand the process that led her to declare her
disbelief in God.
DRAWING NEAR TO GOD. Does your daughter make
loving life choices? Pope Francis, in his encyclical Lumen
Fidei, writes, “Anyone who sets off on the path of doing
good to others is already drawing near to God, is already
sustained by his help, for it is characteristic of the divine light
to brighten our eyes whenever we walk towards the fullness
of love.” Draw comfort from the good she does for others
even though you don’t understand her spiritual journey.
PRAY THAT YOUR INTERACTIONS WITH YOUR
DAUGHTER REFLECT GOD’S WILL
FOR YOUR RELATIONSHIP. While in
Rome in 1979, Mother St. Teresa gave
a speech saying, “Very often I feel like
a little pencil in God’s hands. He does
the writing, he does the thinking, he
does the movement, I have only to be
the pencil.” Focus on the way that your
DR. CATHLEEN
daughter’s path is one of goodness
MCGREAL
toward others. Ask the Spirit to
is a psychology
shepherd your life so that you become
professor and
a little pencil guiding your daughter
certified spiritual
toward the fullness of love.
director.
T. GENNARA

Not surprisingly, the first step for Jason and
Sherry is talking. They are a partnership —
and it’s important that their kids see them as
a unified front. Neither parent needs to be the
“bad guy,” nor does only one get to be the “fun
parent.” They should discuss rules they think
are reasonable and beneficial for their children
to follow, regardless of who is home.
Here is where technology is a blessing. Use
Skype when Jason is on the road, so that he can
talk with the children regularly. He can bring
along a copy of a favorite book to read their
bedtime stories, ask about their school days,
and also engage in any necessary discipline.
That way, Sherry is supported, and the kids
know both parents are on the same team.
When Jason is home, plan some fun activities
as a family — trips to the zoo, picnics, movies.
Having everybody involved builds relationships
and happy memories. Occasional relaxation of
rules about bedtime or sweets can be a special
treat, as long as both parents agree.
Remember, as parents, you are the first
education of your children. (CCC 1653) One of
the most important things you can teach them
is the beauty of a happy marriage and strong
family.

MY DAUGHTER SAYS SHE
NO LONGER BELIEVES IN GOD

But if you harbor anger,
bitterness and hatred while
calling yourself a Christian,
you are bearing false witness.
We need to take God’s word
seriously and let it reform us.”

Seek reconciliation even
when it’s THEIR FAULT

B

earing false witness? Well, that doesn’t apply to me. I have never been in
a courtroom, I have never lied on the witness stand, so I have never borne
false witness. But let’s look at it another way: What if you hear that some-

one you thought was a friend is spreading a half-truth or a lie about you? After a
confrontation, the person admits to saying it, but thinks it’s no big deal and has no
intention of apologizing for it. Your “friend” provides an excuse, but then shrugs it
off and walks away. You are hurt, and then outraged. You find yourself getting very
angry and saying, “Well, he/she is no longer a friend of mine; I am never speaking
to that person again. I’ll never forget and I sure won’t forgive.”

YOUR FAITH
SPIRITUAL
FITNESS

T. GENNARA

SISTER ANN
SHIELDS

is a renowned
author and a
member of the
Servants of
God’s Love.
@srannshieldssgl

The following day you are at
Mass, singing hymns, listening to
God’s word and receiving Communion, all the while harboring
resentment in your heart. If someone were then to ask you, “Are you
a Christian/a Catholic?” You would
reply with a wholehearted, “Yes! I
go to Mass every Sunday, I sing in
the choir, I teach religious education, I am on the parish council
... I think of myself as a good
example of what it means to be a
follower of Christ.”
Yet I refuse to forgive. Am I truly
Christian; am I a good Catholic?
No, I am not. I am bearing false
witness by declaring that I am
what I am not.
Now, we all make mistakes, we
all sin. If we acknowledge that sin
where appropriate, ask forgiveness
and try to change, we are living
as a good Christian. God knows
we are sinners. But if we refuse to
repent for our sin, if we, as in the
case here, refuse to forgive and have

no intention of doing so, then we
are saying to the world, “I can be a
good Christian — pleasing to God
— and hold on to resentments, and
even foster in myself a desire for
revenge.” If so, we are living a lie.
Look at these two Scripture
passages:
“Therefore, if you bring your gift to
the altar, and there recall that your
brother has anything against you,
leave your gift at the altar, go first
and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your
gift.” (Mt 5:23-24)
“If your brother sins [against you],
go and tell him his fault between
you and him alone. If he listens
to you, you have won over your
brother. If he does not listen, take
one or two others along with you so
that ‘every fact may be established
on the testimony of two or three
witnesses.’” (Mt 18:15-16)

These verses make it clear that
Jesus asks us to seek reconciliation,
whether we have sinned or someone has sinned against us. In other
words, we are never off the hook.
The initiative is our responsibility,
according to God’s word. The goal
is the restoration of the relationship.
Today within Christianity — both
Catholic and Protestant — a lack of
forgiveness in relationships is one
of the greatest stumbling blocks to
the health and growth of the Body
of Christ.
As Pope St. John Paul II made
clear in his World Day of Peace
message in 2002, forgiveness is
NOT the opposite of justice, but it
is the opposite of resentment and
revenge. Not only can resentment
and desire for revenge destroy us
personally, they create a wound in
the Body of Christ. If the cause is
serious and requires legal action,
you, as a Christian, may take such
action in the name of justice. But
if you do so out of a desire for
revenge, it will destroy the relationship and harm you. With such a
motive, you will never be satisfied.
Notice that both parties should
take the initiative to help heal the
wound by seeking reconciliation
— both parties. That is God’s word,
and doing things God’s way brings
tremendous peace, even in very
challenging circumstances.
But if you harbor anger, bitterness and hatred while calling
yourself a Christian, you are
bearing false witness. We need to
take God’s word seriously and let it
reform us. Then, we will see God’s
goodness and healing, whether
we have sinned or someone has
sinned against us.
7

Y DE LOS FIELES DIFUNTOS EN MEXICO

C

uando empieza el mes de Noviembre, en nuestra tradición mexicana,
celebramos de una manera muy particular el Día de Todos los Santos y el
Día de los Fieles Difuntos. Sabemos que, de antemano, tenemos que hacer un
altar para nuestros familiares y amigos difuntos, pero también para los santos.
Al crecer en México y ver estas tradiciones, pienso que nos inspira mucho el
compartir lo poco que tenemos con los demás. Hasta ahora, estas tradiciones
resuenan en nuestra cultura e identidad mexicana que, aunque estamos en un
nuevo país, las seguimos observando.

SU VIDA
ESPAÑOL

Primero, el día 31º de Octubre
se busca la manera de hacer
un altar para nuestros difuntos.
Conseguimos mesas, cajas, comida
(como tamales, frijoles, mole, etc.),
frutas, pan de muerto, chocolate,
fotografías de nuestros familiares
y amigos difuntos, palmas o flores
de cempasúchil, tequila, cigarros,
etc. La creencia es que las almas
de nuestros fieles difuntos bajan a
compartir los alimentos y las cosas
que les gustaban más cuando
ellos estaban en vida. Este altar es
adornado muy cuidadosamente.
Todas las casas católicas hacen
sus altares a los difuntos. Incluso

las escuelas (públicas, privadas,
católicas, etc.) hacen concursos
para ver qué grado hace el altar
más bonito a los difuntos. Sin
embargo, como sabemos, las
otras religiones no creen en estas
tradiciones y, poco a poco, vamos
viendo como niños, jóvenes y
adultos ya no ponen los altares a
los difuntos. No participan en las
escuelas poniendo los altares y,
tristemente, no ayudan a que
esta tradición se difunda más.
Segundo, recordemos, que
hacemos “calaveras” o poemas
dedicados a los maestros, a los
sacerdotes, al gobierno, a los
ingenieros, a los mecánicos, a
nuestros familiares, a nuestros
amigos, etc., los cuales son una
especie de poesías para hacer
bromas a los demás. Muchas poesías
son tan inspiradoras que, hasta en
las escuelas hacen concursos de
“calaveras”. Recuerdo muy bien
como mis tíos y tías, los cuales al
ser casi todos maestros de primaria
o secundaria o de preparatoria,
hacían “calaveras” de sus propios

alumnos o de otros maestros. Todo
es parte de folklore mexicano.
Tercero, en la Iglesia también
se ponen altares para los difuntos.
El día 1º de Noviembre es día
de ir a la Iglesia para celebrar a
Todos los Santos. Los sacerdotes
están siempre muy ocupados
yendo a celebrar Misas de pueblo
en pueblo, de comunidad en
comunidad. Ese día hasta 8 o 10
Misas ellos tienen que celebrar
para conmemorar a los Santos.
Cuarto, el día 2º de Noviembre
es el día que toda la gente espera
para ir a visitar a sus fieles difuntos.
La gente va a los cementerios
a dejar flores a sus familiares y
amigos difuntos. Ellos limpian las
criptas o las tumbas donde están
enterrados sus familiares y amigos.
Además, los sacerdotes, desde muy
temprano, van a celebrar Misas a
los cementerios y tienen que pasar
por todo el cementerio bendiciendo
con Agua Bendita todas las tumbas.
Este es un día para venerar a
nuestros fieles difuntos. El día
3º de Noviembre ya quitamos
nuestro altar y les decimos
“adiós” a nuestros difuntos.
En conclusión, espero que
podamos continuar nuestra
tradición en este país, para poder
hacer nuestros altares, comer
nuestro rico pan de muerto con
chocolate y tamalitos, y asistir a
las Misas para pedir la intercesión
de Todos los santos y para pedir
por nuestros familiares y amigos
difuntos. ¡Que Dios los bendiga
siempre!

PADRE
GUSTAVO RUIZ

Párroco de
Connell, Eltopia
y Basin City.
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YOUR LIFE
STEWARDSHIP

T H E C AT H O L I C F O U N D AT I O N
O F E A S T E R N WA S H I N G T O N :

37 years of growth
Last month the Catholic Foundation board
welcomed five new trustees. They are coming
on board at a strategic time of planning for
the Foundation. The asset value entrusted
to the Foundation as of September 30, 2017
exceeded $28.2 million representing two
hundred two accounts. About 80 percent of
these accounts are endowment funds which
means that the investment corpus or principal amount of the fund can never be spent;
roughly 20 percent of the Foundation funds
are custodial. The CF is investing them with
the understanding that the owner of the
funds can take part or all of them as needed;
for example, a school or parish may have
collected campaign funds and want to invest
them while waiting to start a building project. These could be placed in the Catholic
Foundation as a custodial fund.
Within the last year the Wilmington
Trust conducted a major study on Catholic
foundations. In their words, “The formation
of foundations associated with Catholic
philanthropy and in service to Catholic
schools, parishes and hospitals in the diocese
is clearly a trend.” Here is a profile of the
CFEW compared to some national data:

143

77%

As of 2017 there
are 143 Catholic
foundations in
the US;

are legally
separate from
the diocese —
as is the Catholic
Foundation
of Eastern
Washington.

SISTER MARY
TRACY, SNJM

is the director of
stewardship and
development for
the Diocese of
Spokane.

$33.6
million

in average
assets. CFEW
has a balance
of $28.2 million.

PICTURED: Father Jeffrey Core, pastor of St. Mary’s Parish, Spokane Valley; Deacon Scott Brockway, St. Augustine
Parish; Rob Ressa, St. Francis Xavier Parish; Zach Mallahan,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes, John Omlin, St. Charles
Parish; Bob Hailey, Board chair, St. Mary’s Parish, Deer Park;
Peter Moye, Vice-chair, Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes;
Chris Codd, St Peter’s Parish; Sr. Celine Steinberger, SNJM,
St. Joseph Parish, Spokane, Jason Sorge, Treasurer, St. Joseph Parish, Otis Orchards; Bob Boehme, St. Mary’s Parish,
Spokane Valley; Sr. Mary Tracy, SNJM, Executive Director,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes; Father Brian Mee, Pastor,
St. Augustine Parish and Vicar of Finance
Not pictured: Bishop Daly, Dan Roach, Vic Cipolla,
Nancy Vorhees
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87%

Average number
of board members.
CFEW has 18
trustees.

of all Catholic
foundation boards
have the bishop as
a member. Bishop
Daly is a member
of the CFEW.
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COVER STORY

DIOCESE OF SPOKANE

C AT H O L I C
CEMETERIES
“Christians are noted for two things — their care for the
poor and their care for the bodies of the deceased.”

STORY BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST
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C

atholic Cemeteries are set apart from many other cemeteries because they are consecrated and blessed by the
Church for the burial of the baptized. Wherever one is in-

terred, care for the bodies of the deceased has long been a significant
mark of the Christian community.
John Fencik, the executive director of Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services of Spokane, said he often refers to a statement of a
Roman emperor who left the Christian faith for paganism, Julian the
Apostate. “Christians are noted for two things — their care for the
poor and their care for the bodies of the deceased.” This commitment
to care for the bodies of the dead reaches back to the Jewish roots of
our faith, and underlies our deep reverence for the creation God has
made in the human person and even in our body. For us as Catholics
our respect for the remains of the deceased also is inspired by our
firm belief in the resurrection of the body; at the end of time God will
renew our bodies and rejoin our soul and body.

11

ALL SOULS DAY

On Nov. 2, the Church marks the feast of All Souls,
a day of prayer for the faithful departed. The celebration of the feast on this day goes back to the medieval
Abbey of Cluny. Prior to the establishment of Nov. 2 as
the Feast of All Saints at Cluny and monasteries that fell
under the jurisdiction of Cluny, the feast was celebrated
at a variety of times throughout the year, depending on
local custom. The tradition of praying for the dead on
Nov. 2 spread from the monasteries to the rest of Roman
Catholicism in the following centuries.
On the feast of All Souls, many cemeteries and parishes host a Mass for the Dead, specifically to pray for
those who have died and are undergoing purgation of
their sins. The Feast of All Souls in this way is intimately
connected with our understanding of purgatory. Many
cultures mark the day by visiting graves of relatives;
bringing food, flowers or candles.
Throughout November many parishes continue to
remember in special ways those parishioners who have
passed away in the previous year.
CEMETERIES OF THE DIOCESE OF SPOKANE

CEMETERIES
ARE ELOQUENT
AND LIVING
WITNESSES
TO OUR
BELIEF IN THE
RESURRECTION
OF THE
BODY AND
THE SECOND

Catholic Cemeteries in the Diocese of Spokane stretch
back over one hundred years, if we look to some of the
rural cemeteries owned and managed by parishes. In
the city of Spokane itself, the first of the three diocesan
cemeteries was opened in 1931 by Bishop Charles White
when he purchased land in north Spokane on Wall Street.
Holy Cross, was the lone cemetery until 1992 when the
parish cemetery and parish church of St. Joseph were
sold to Catholic Cemeteries of Spokane. The sale of the
parish and cemetery helped fund the construction of a
new church for the St. Joseph community. In 1999, the
Catholic Cemeteries of Spokane purchased 20 acres from

12
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COMING OF
CHRIST.

Immaculate Heart Retreat Center to establish the Queen
of Peace Cemetery to serve Catholics on the South Hill
of Spokane. Today, the cemeteries are operated by the
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services of Spokane and
include a Funeral Home, which opened in 2013.
When asked about the relationship of the parishes and
the diocese to the Catholic Cemeteries in Spokane, Fencik
shared about the close practical relationship between parishes in Spokane and the cemeteries. “The three diocesan
cemeteries, all within 14 miles of each other in a triangle,
these are your parish cemeteries. This is where so many of
your relatives, friends and fellow parishioners have come
and rest in peace waiting the second coming of the Lord.”
For those parishes in the City and nearby surrounding
areas, the three cemeteries are uniquely suited to provide a
final resting place for their parishioners.
CRYPT OF THE HOLY ANGELS

Catholic Funeral and Cemeteries of Spokane, on an
annual basis, receives unclaimed human remains from
the County Medical Examiner’s office and from other
Funeral Homes in Spokane. These remains are typically
unclaimed cremated remains. St. Joseph Cemetery and
Holy Cross Cemetery both maintain a special crypt,
the crypt of the Holy Angels, for the interment of these
remains. “We’ve had a great partnership with the Medical
Examiner’s Office here in Spokane” Fencik said.
When the remains are brought to the Catholic Cemeteries, an interment ceremony is conducted to offer a
dignified burial for the deceased. “We’ve been very fortunate because every time we’ve done it since the beginning, one of the bishops has attended.” Fencik said.
According to Fencik, “The last time we celebrated an interment, Aug. 5, pretty much the entire medical examiner’s
office came out for the Mass and the burial. 55 remains

were placed in the crypt.” The partnership between the
funeral services and the medical examiner’s office in providing this dignified burial for those who’s bodies remain
unclaimed is a point of great pride for the Cemeteries’ staff.
At the last burial in August, Bishop William Skylstad
was on hand to officiate and made a poignant remark, “No
one claims these remains, but we do. We claim them as
our brothers and sisters in Christ.”
CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS SISTERS

Keen observers will notice a “clergy section” at Holy
Cross Cemetery where many priests of the diocese have
been buried. Similarly, a walk through any of the cemeteries in the diocese, and indeed, even in some of the
parish cemeteries, will reveal the graves of priests and
women religious who served in that local community. At
Holy Cross Cemetery a special monument was erected in
2010 to the communities of women religious who have
served and died in the Diocese of Spokane.
REMEMBERING THE DEAD THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER

Throughout November, many will take the opportunity to visit graves of deceased relatives and friends, to
bring flowers, offer prayers and take time to remember.
These traditions, like many others, seem to be fading in
parts of our culture; cemeteries have come to be seen as
places of the dead, eerie places. In the Christian context
though, John Fencik pointed out, “Cemeteries are eloquent and living witnesses to our belief in the resurrection of the body and the second coming of Christ.”
We should, if we can, take the opportunity to visit
the graves of relatives this month, attend a Mass on All
Souls day, or even attend one of the monthly Masses of
Remembrance that are hosted at Holy Cross Cemetery
on the first Saturday of the month.

Natural Family Planning
SACRED HEART MEDICAL CENTER

NFP uses the physical signs placed by God within
each woman’s body to identify when pregnancy can
occur. The physical signs apply in both regular and
irregular cycles; infertility; during breast or bottlefeeding; during pre-menopause; changing from
artificial or chemical methods. Natural Family
Planning is healthy, reliable, and organic.
Monthly class for three months.
Tuition $90 for the series.
Every first Thursday evening; year-round at 7:30 pm
Contact the Women’s Health Center 509.474.2400
or email at
Natural_Family_Plann@providence.org
Some flexible dates are available.
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When did you first think you
might be called to religious life?

A Bride of
CHRIST
S

A religious vocation was certainly
not on my radar growing up. I am
from Ohio, was raised in a Catholic
home and although I was taught
by the Sisters of Notre Dame,
religious life wasn’t a vocation I
considered. Our parish had many
large, Catholic families and I was
blessed to be able to work closely
with them. It was through their
example that I witnessed the beauty
of marriage and family life, which
only confirmed my desire to be a
wife and mother. During my senior
year of high school, I began dating
a young man and on our thirdyear anniversary he took me to the
Poor Clare Monastery where, in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament,
he asked me to marry him. I said,
“Yes!” However, as we began to plan
our wedding, I began to question
my readiness to enter marriage.
After attending a weekend retreat,
spending much time in prayer and
adoration, I knew I wasn’t ready. I
broke our engagement not knowing
what God had planned.
It was a few years later that I met
the sisters in Ohio and was invited
to visit them in Spokane. Although
I simply thought it would be a great
opportunity to visit the northwest,
the sisters had “vocation” on their
minds! I attended a “Come and
See” weekend with the idea that it
would only confirm my vocation to
marriage and family life. Though I
must admit, I was a bit curious to
know what the sisters’ lives were
like behind those cloister walls.
Again, it was another weekend that
gave me the opportunity to spend
time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. I was overcome with peace
and knew, without a doubt, He was
calling me to religious life.

ister Mary Joanna Ranalli, SMMC, spoke with the Inland
Catholic about her vocation story. Sister Mary Joanna
professed perpetual vows on Aug. 22, 2017 at Our Lady

of Lourdes Cathedral. The profession of perpetual vows are
the final vows in a religious community and are permanent.
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Jesus was there and
preparing my heart for
an even greater plan.

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO RELIGIOUS LIFE?
If you think you may be called to the religious life or priesthood,
speak with your pastor or call diocesan Office of Vocations at 509.313.7100.
If you are interested in a particular religious community, please call their
number listed in in the sidebar.

When did you enter the
Sisters of Mary, Mother of
the Church? Did you discern
with other communities
before entering religious life?
Discerning my vocation was just
the first step. Now that I was being
led to religious life the next question was, “Where?” In addition
to moving to Spokane to discern
more clearly with the community,
I also was open to visiting the
Nashville Dominicans. But obstacles continued to interfere with a
visit there, making it clear it was
not where I was being led.
I entered religious life in 2005
and in 2007 I was blessed to
be one of 15 sisters who, under
the direction of Bishop emeritus
William Skylstad, established our
current community, the Sisters of
Mary, Mother of the Church. My
discernment continued and my
deep call to motherhood wasn’t
diminished but was strengthened
and transformed into spiritual
motherhood.

What does it mean to have
taken perpetual vows?
In August, I professed my perpetual vows of chastity, poverty
and obedience, dedicating my
whole life to the service of Christ
and His Church forever as a sister
of Mary, Mother of the Church.
After years of discernment and
prayer, my perpetual profession
means that I have clearly discerned
that this is where God is calling
me. Just as a woman receives a
ring on the day of her wedding
as a symbol of her commitment
to her spouse, so does a religious
sister, for she is now a Bride of
Christ. As Bishop Daly blessed my
ring during my profession cere-

mony he prayed, “May the Lord
bless this ring, and may it be, for
she who receives it, a sign of His
tender love and fidelity.” Although
perpetual profession may seem like
the end of formation, it is only the
beginning. Each day is an ongoing
renewal and commitment to growing more and more in love with
Jesus. I look back to that day when
a young man knelt before me and
asked for my hand in marriage in
a quiet chapel in the presence of
Christ. Now, I can see that yes, I
was being proposed to, but not to
the man I thought. Jesus was there
and preparing my heart for an
even greater plan. I am forever His!

What advice would you
have for a young woman who
thinks she might be called
to a religious vocation?
For any young woman discerning a call to religious life, I would
simply say, “Come and See!” There
are many misconceptions of what
religious life is and visiting a religious community can give a clear
perspective into that life. Most
importantly, foster a life of prayer.
It is only through prayer — that
constant conversation with Christ
— that our Lord will reveal His
will for you, particularly through
eucharistic adoration. Receive the
sacraments as frequently as possible, most especially confession and
Holy Communion.
The internet is at our fingertips.
Look at various communities online
and then take one more step and
contact the vocations director. She
will help you in your discernment
and answer any questions you may
have. Lastly, pray the rosary! Mary
is our greatest advocate and she will
only lead you closer to her Son!

Franciscan Sisters of
Perpetual Adoration
509.489.4116
www.fspa.org
Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus and Mary
509.280.9084
snjmusontario.org
Sisters of Providence
509.474.2305
www.sistersofprovidence.net
Sisters of St. Benedict/
Monastery of St. Gertrude
208.962.3224
www.stgertrudes.org
Sisters of St. Francis
of Philadelphia
509.313.5767
www.osfphila.org
Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet
509.547.2258
www.csjla.org
Carmelite Sisters of Mary
509.292.0978
Monastery of St. Clare
(Poor Clare Nuns)
509.327.4479
calledtojoy.com
Sisters of Mary,
Mother of the Church
509.448.9890
www.sistersofmarymotherofthechurch.org
Missionaries of Charity
509.487.3963
BY SISTER MARY JOANNA, SMMC

15

Q:

DEAR FATHER JOE: Can you please tell
me why Catholics pray for the deceased?

YOUR FAITH
PERSPECTIVES

How about this: What if I made your question into
two questions and answered both? One this month
and one next? I’m just that good.
Why pray for the dead? Well, to answer that, we
have to step back a bit and look at how it all works in
this great love story between God and us. I’m going
to be using a lot of C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity,
especially the chapter called “Counting the Cost.” I
strongly encourage everyone to check out that book.
Anyway, we begin with the simple premise that
God, who is perfect, desires perfection for us. He
hungers for us to “be perfect, as [Our] Father in Heaven is perfect.” This perfection that he desires for us is
a difficult thing. But once we give God permission to

do so, he will literally stop at nothing to get us there.
The thing is, we’ve got three enemies working against
us in this quest: the world, the flesh and the devil.
Let’s take a quick look at each.
When we talk about “the world,” we’re talking
about a mind-set, a way of thinking that permeates
our culture. It’s any message passed along to us that is
contrary to the Gospel. St. John Paul II talked about
“the culture of death” and that is a perfect example of
what we mean by “the world.” When we talk about
“the flesh,” we’re not talking about our skin. Our
bodies are sacred. Instead, we’re talking about that
spoiled inner child who lives inside of each of us who
wants what he wants when he wants it. It’s that part
of us that lies and manipulates and is selfish. Finally,
when we talk about the devil, we’re talking about that
fallen angel who works hard to destroy, create chaos
and lead us into sin. All three are our enemies.
Now, confronting these enemies are the grace, power
and love of Jesus as he works in and through all of his
creation. We fight these enemies all our days and this
fight, coupled with our sin and the sin around us, leave

The faithful of the Diocese of Spokane are requested to remember in the
charity of their prayers the souls of these departed bishops and priests.
They are grouped according to the months in which they died.
JANUARY
1: Father Adrian Vander Hayden
(1990)
2: Father F.A. Becker (1934)
3: Father Raymond Klemmer (1960),
Father Gerald Feisst (1962)
6: Father John P. Blake (1940)
7: Father Emile Kauten (1912)
9: Father John E. Lyons (1960)
10: Msgr. Hugo Pautler (1988),
Father Albert Austen (1991)
11: Father James Mangan (2009)
13: Bishop Lawrence H. Welsh (1999)
14: Father Anthony S. Fischer (1936),
Bishop Robert I. Armstrong (1957)
16: Father Charles McAleer (1937)
18: Father Peter Van Holderbeke
(1901)
20: Father Leonard Forsmann (2007)
21: Father Denis A. Cronin (1931)
31: Father Carl Philipp (1947)
FEBRUARY
5: Bishop John Baptiste Brouillet
(1884)
7: Bishop Augustine Schinner (1937)
10: Father Sean Donnelly (2009)
11: Father Edward Kowrach (2001)
12: Father Norman N. Triesch (1978),
Father Maurice Helfenstein (2002)
15: Father Joseph Fleck (1963),
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Father Joseph Pash (2007)
18: Father PauI M. Georgen (1972)
20: Father Joseph Leclerc (1954),
Father Lawrence A. Noldin (1967)
22: Father C. A. Neilan (1937),
Father Allan H. Amirault (1968)
25: Bishop Augustine Magloire
Blanchet (1887)
27: Father James F. Barrett (1935)
28: Msgr. William Van Ommeren
(2013)
MARCH
6: Father Daniel Kelley (1971)
9: Father Emil Frederick (1936)
13: Father Anton Flour (1999)
14: Father William Dugan (2016)
18: Father Louis I. Kusters (1918)
19: Father Cyril Feisst (1990)
20: Father Jerry MacEvilley (1995),
Father Edward Caffrey (2011)
22: Father Paul D. Reilly (1978)
26: Father Arnold Schoffelmeer (2011)
27: Father D. Brendan O’Connor
(1973)
30: Father J. J. Glaser (1938)
APRIL
2: Msgr. Theophilus Pypers (1957)
5: Father John J. Barry (1927)
7: Father James Grant (2006)
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9:
10:
12:
14:
18:
19:
20:
22:
28:
29:

Father Terry Franklin (1994)
Msgr. Stephen Buckley (1990)
Father John L. Campion (1942)
Father William Schmitz (1970)
Msgr. Henry Delchman (1931),
Father James McGreevy (2002)
Father James O’Malley (2007),
Father Thomas Mele (2009)
Father Francis Jones (1936)
Father Bernard Schiller (1991)
Father Rudolph Gerhart (1996)
Father H. J. Van de Ven (1929)

M AY
1: Msgr Aloysius Verhagen (1938)
5: Father Nicholas Mertz (1938),
Father Gerard Hanna (1992)
15: Msgr. Art Mertens
22: Father Ambrose Meyer (1970)
25: Father F.X. August Stemper (1929)
26: Father George McCabe (2001),
Father William Brennan (2006)
31: Friar Alberic Smith, OFM (2016),
Father John O’Brien (2015)
JUNE
5: Father Oscar R. Balducci (1939),
Father John L. Kennedy (1941),
Father William B. Bender (1961)
18: Archbishop Francis Norbert
Blanchet (1883)

IN MEMORIAM

22: Father John Cronin (1933)
23: Father Wilfred J. Druffel (1970),
Father Patrick H. Moffatt (1974)
24: Father John B. Moskopp (1956)
23: Father Bernard Barry (2001)
J U LY
1: Father Lco W. Ferland (1927)
9: Father Pius Mutter (1961)
10: Father John R. Walsh (1967),
Father John Condon (1935)
11: Father Armand P. Laverdiere
(1974), Father Joseph H. Pineau
(1982), Father Charles DePiere
(1988)
12: Father Theodoric M. Delong
(1982)
13: Father Herman Eitel (1946)
16: Father Aloysius Breznik (1981)
19: Bishop Walter I. Fitzgerald (1947)
22: Father Johm O’Dea (1999)
23: Father Clifford Hulings (2014)
27: Bishop Modeste Demers (1871),
Father John J. Gribbin (1914),
Msgr. John Donnelly (2005)
29: Father William J. Metz (1938)
31: Father Thomas Duffy (1884)
AUGUST
4: Msgr. John J. Callanan (1953),
Father John Prince (1994)

5:
6:
8:

13:
17:
21:
24:

Father Marvin Lavoy (1994)
Father Peter Leroux (1934)
Father Carl A. Bauer (1973),
Father William L. Kelley (1983),
Father Joseph Brunnner (1988)
Father Thomas L. Cooney (1962)
Bishop William Condon (1967)
Father Eugene Glatt (2006)
Father Joseph DaLio (1991)

SEPTEMBER
3: Father Thomas J. Purcell (1925)
5: Father Paul Wenning (2003)
8: Father Peter A. Poaps (1890)
10: Father Anthony Farrelly (1986)
13: Father Joseph P. Knect (1956),
Msgr. John Coleman (1992)
13: Father John de Kanter (1927)
20: Father Eugene Mulligan (1996)
21: Father J. Severyn Westbrook (2014)
23: Father Robert O’Neil (1989)
24: Father Raymond A. Riedner (1951)
25: Bishop Charlcs D. White (1955),
Father Arthur A. Joda (1970)
26: Msgr. Oakley O’Connor (1993)
OCTOBER
12: Msgr. James Ribble, Ph.D. (2013)
13: Father John Rompa (2008)
14: Father James G. Cunningham (1926),
Msgr. David Rosage (2009)
15: Father N.F. Kelley (1998)
16: Father Michael Flohr (1906),
Father Patrick Aloysius Flavin (1948)
21: Father George Meiers (1957)
22: Bishop Bernard J. Topel (1986)

T. Gennara

us with scars and battle damage. Sometimes, the
work of holiness is so hard, we even work against
God. However, since we gave God permission to
make us perfect, he never gives up.
So, what does this have to do with praying for
the dead? Well, those of us struggling for perfection through God are all on the same team
wherever we are.
Some are here on earth: we fight, we struggle,
we pray, we remain faithful, we never give up! We
know this process begins on earth, but ends with
our perfection in heaven. Those of us here on
earth, fighting the good fight, are the part of the
team that is called “The saints on earth.” Now, for
us saints on earth, as long as we let him, God will
finish his quest to make us perfect.
In the same way that we pray for our living
teammates, our brothers and sisters, we also pray
for those who have gone before us and who may
now be in the process of perfection we know as
purgatory.
Enjoy another day in God’s presence!

SAINT OF
THE MONTH

St. Charles Borromeo:
A tireless reformer

FATHER
JOE KRUPP

is a former
comedy writer
who is now a
Catholic priest.
@Joeinblack

24: Father Roy E. Thelen (1977),
Msgr. John Fahy (1980)
27: Father W. V. Fitzgerald (1942)
28: Father John J. Kelley (2003)
30: Father William Chaput (1936),
Father Victor Breznikar (1998)
31: Ralph Schwemin (2009)
N OV E M B E R
3: Bishop John B. Brandell (1903),
George Morbeck (2011)
6: Father James L. Frei (1922)
12: Father Dominic McGowan (1920)
13: Father Edmund Jordan (1957),
Father John Rompa (2008)
14: Father Timothy O’Connor (1920)
17: Father John A. Faust (1932),
Father Terence Tully (2002)
18: Father Paul Jansen (1978)
20: Father John Sands (2012)
25: Father Aloysius De Malsche (1922)
27: Father William Dwyer (1910)
29: Father Herman Loeffler (1951)
DECEMBER
8: Father Raymond McDonald (1960)
19: Father Murtaugh P. Schiel (1969)
21: Father Joseph Stang (1954)
24: Father Cornelius Verdoorn (2000)
25: Bishop Edward J. O’Dea (1932)
26: Bishop Aegidus Junger (1895),
Father E. Adolph Nowicki (1923)
27: Father Anthony Joehren (1927),
Father William Hanley (2004)
30: Father John Baptist Hermann (1954)
31: Msgr. Aloysius Meuwese (1931)

Feast Day: November 4

B

orn amidst the turmoil of the Protestant
Reformation and troubled 16th century Italy,

Charles Borromeo set his sights on reform from a
young age, and helped to reinvigorate the Church
during the Counter-Reformation.

Born into a wealthy and powerful family in northern Italy
in 1538, he joined the ranks of the clergy at age 12. While
preparing for a career in the Church, Charles was given
the income from a rich Benedictine abbey by an uncle,
and he insisted that all funds not used for his education
be given to the poor.
When Charles was 25, he was ordained a priest and
consecrated as bishop of Milan. For several years after
this appointment, however, he lived in Rome as an assistant to his uncle, Pope Pius IV. In this capacity, Charles
played an important role in the Council of Trent. The
council codified Church doctrine and brought about
significant reform of abuses. Charles was instrumental in
helping theologians work through differences in doctrine
and keeping the council unified.
When the council ended and Charles moved to Milan
to fulfill his duties as bishop, the Church in Milan was in
turmoil. As the largest archdiocese in Italy at the time,
corruption was rampant among clergy, and Charles instituted significant reforms there. He traveled to the far corners of the diocese to teach Church theology and doctrine, and encourage transformative change. Although
his efforts were met with fierce resistance, Charles
pressed on. He modeled the reforms he preached within
his own household, which was disciplined and thrifty.
Aside from his penchant for reform, Charles’ pastoral
nature was evident throughout his life. During a plague
in Milan in 1576, he remained in the city and helped tend
to the sick, and personally went into debt to assure
that thousands of people were fed. He also is credited
with establishing orphanages, seminaries and hospitals.
Charles gave up a life of wealth and luxury to serve the
Church, and is remembered for his intellect and energy.
He was canonized in 1610.
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YOUR FAITH
THEOLOGY 101

I HAVE A BETTER IDEA

When our prayer seems to have
gone unanswered, we are called to
consider that God may have a better
idea. This calls for our discernment
and ultimately our surrender. After
celebrating the Last Supper, Jesus
went to Gethsemane to pray. Matthew’s Gospel tells us he began to
feel sorrow and distress and prayed,
“My Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass from me.” (26:39) Of course,
we know the cup he was referring to
was the Passion of the cross. Three
different times, Jesus repeated his
prayer. Luke’s Gospel says Jesus
“was in such agony and he prayed
so fervently that his sweat became
like drops of blood falling on the
ground.” (22:44) Yet, Jesus’ prayer went
seemingly unanswered, as the cup of
his death did not in fact pass.
Of course, that Jesus asked to be spared from the cross
is not the whole story. He indeed asked for what he
desired, but that desire was subordinated to the Father’s
will. In the same way, the Gospels encourage us to ask
ourselves about the conformity of our prayer to the desire of the Spirit, especially when we are tempted to stop
praying because we think our prayers have not been answered.In the spiritual classic Trustful Surrender to Divine
Providence, St. Claude de la Colombière puts it this way:
“Christ promised on behalf of his Father that he would
give us everything, even the very smallest things. But he
laid down an order to be observed in all that we ask, and
if we do not obey this rule we are unlikely to obtain anything. He tells us in St. Matthew: ‘Seek first the kingdom
of God and his justice and all these things shall be given
to you besides.’”

What do you
say when ...
A FRIEND SAYS
THEIR PRAYERS
ARE NOT BEING
ANSWERED?
THE THREE RESPONSES

NOT YET

When our prayer is not answered immediately,
perseverance and persistence are required. One way of
understanding prayer is to think of each prayer as a seed.
The Gospel of Mark teaches us that the fruits of prayer
may not be realized instantly. The seed first produces
the blade, then the ear and finally the ripe wheat in the
ear, typically out of the sight and control of the farmer
who planted the seed. In addition, the parable of the
sower might be helpful. (Mt 13) Sometimes, in order for
our prayer to be fruitful, we need to sow it, taking care
to water and tend to it, all the while trusting the seed
will grow of its own accord and on its own timeline. If
we instead try to force this growth, we will succeed only
in preventing it altogether. If we sow our prayer, only
to then “dig it up” incessantly with worry and doubt, it
will never take root. Nor does it serve us to enthusiastically look for any signs that point to our prayer being
answered, only to give up hope at the first sign of delay.
18

S. OLSON

A few years ago, a homilist gave a short reflection on
his own experience of prayer: “Prayer may be about our
needs, but it should never be about our wants. Prayer
is an honest conversation in communion with God. It
is simply receiving God’s gift of love. The answer to our
prayers becomes the life we lead for God, for there are
only three responses given by God to prayer: ‘yes,’ ‘not
yet’ and ‘I have a better idea.’”
You will notice “no” is not an option.

DOUG CULP

is the CAO and
secretary for
pastoral life for
the Diocese of
Lexington, Ky.
He holds an
MA in theology
from Catholic
Theological
Union in
Chicago.

FINAL THOUGHTS

The person who is about to give up on prayer and God
because it does not seem to yield results is in danger, for
the most critical thing we can do at such times is pray
and persist in prayer with a trust in the faithfulness of
God. We must show up to prayer, even more so amidst
distraction and dryness, with a humble and honest heart
that pleads with the Father for our needs, but says, with
Jesus, “not my will, but your will be done.”
We must show up to prayer, even more so amidst distraction
and dryness, with a humble and honest heart that pleads with
the Father for our needs, but says, with Jesus, “not my will,
but your will be done.”
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YOUR COMMUNITY
RETREAT CENTER EVENTS

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

A

s you are reading this issue of the Inland Catholic,
for many, November signals the start of the holiday
season and the readying of the house for guests,
the preparation for Thanksgiving, the making of Christmas
shopping plans ... the list goes on and on. But, I would suggest that this time of year is the perfect time to make way for
the way of our Lord and take some time to be quiet and still.
Escape from the hectic demands of daily life, and prepare for
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why Immaculate Heart will be offering this
December an opportunity for you to make a personal
Advent retreat so you can recharge your spiritual battery.
We know that everyone’s schedule is different, so, we have
designed an Advent Retreat program that you can make fit
your calendar.

ADVENT INDIVIDUAL SILENT RETREATS
1-day, 3-day or more! Spiritual direction
available. Any day or series of days from Dec. 1 to
Dec. 20, 2017. Advent means “Coming.” The great
mystery of Christmas requires time and silence to
remember the most important things in life, the
things that make Christmas the great family gift
that it is. Come spend time in silence to get yourself ready for the coming of Jesus. “Rejoice! The
Lord is near.” (Third Sunday of Advent) $107 per
day per person includes lodging and meals.

Please pray about this opportunity for spiritual renewal,
and make plans to spend some quiet time with Our Lord.
This time of reflection during Advent will make your
Christmas season even more joyful.

1

2

Silent Day of Prayer
• Dec. 6, 2017 | Advent Day of Prayer | Kindling for
the Fire: 5 Warm Ways To Welcome the Christ Child |
Sister Mary Eucharista, SMMC | $38
Special Event
• Nov. 11, 2017 | Hope Peace and Healing 2017 |
Be still, listen and hear God in the Silence, with
keynote speaker Al Falkner | 10:30 a.m.-noon |
Hemmingson Center GU Campus | No cost
to attend!

PARTICIPATE ONLINE
PARTICIPATE IN ONE OF OUR DAILY VIRTUAL
RETREATS AT IHRC.NET OR FACEBOOK.COM/
IMMACULATEHEARTRETREATCENTER

NOV. 1, 2017 • All Saints’ Day • Holy Day of Obligation
NOV. 2, 2017 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. • Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center’s Silent Day of Prayer • What happens
to the soul after death? How can we ourselves prepare
well for death? This Day of Prayer with Father Jeff Lewis
will reflect upon the mystery of death and of God’s mercy
offered for everyone in commemoration of All Souls.
NOV. 2, 2017 • Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services’
All Souls’ Day Mass • Bishop William Skylstad will
preside at the annual All Souls’ Day Mass with candle
lighting at the Holy Cross Cemetery Mausoleum Chapel.
NOV. 4, 2017 • 9 a.m. • Catholic Funeral and Cemetery
Services’ Mass of Remembrance • The first Saturday
of each month, there is a Mass of Remembrance at Holy
Cross Funeral and Cemetery Center. All are welcome.
NOV. 22, 2017 • 9 a.m. • Cataldo Grandparents Mass
St. Augustine Parish at 428 W. 19th Ave., Spokane
DEC. 2, 2017 • 9 a.m. • Catholic Funeral and
Cemetery Services’ Mass of Remembrance •
Mass of Remembrance at Holy Cross Funeral
and Cemetery Center.
DEC. 2, 2017 • 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. • Sampler of the
Spiritual Exercizes — Gonzaga Prep • Chapel of the
Three Companions, 1224 E Euclid Avenue. This miniretreat will give you a brief taste of the 500-year-old
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.
DEC. 8, 2017 • Feast of the Immaculate Conception •
Holy Day of Obligation
DEC. 20, 2017 • 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. • Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center’s Cocoa and Contemplation • "How
St. Nicholas became Santa Claus," with Deacon Tom
Heavey. The jolly magical Christmas figure we know as
Santa Claus has a basis in the life of a real saint carried
down through history. Bring your kids and grandkids to a
special “Cocoa and Contemplation” with St. Nicholas!

SUBMIT AN EVENT OR STORY
TO THE INLAND CATHOLIC
If you would like to submit parish or ministry
events, short news stories or photos, or have an
idea for a feature story, please contact Mitchell
Palmquist at inlandcatholic@dioceseofspokane.
org or 509.358.7340.
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YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

NAZARETH GUILD’S SIXTH ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF LIGHT GALA
Held on Sept,. 23 at John J. Hemmingson
Center on the Gonzaga University campus,
the Celebration of Life Gala drew 500+
supporters of Catholic Schools in Eastern Washington
together for two intentions: to honor Blase Cardinal
Cupich with the Lifetime Achievement Award and to
raise funds to support tuition assistance, teachers, and
schools in our diocese.
Cardinal Cupich flew in from Rome to receive the
award, named after Ann Doherty, who dedicated her life
to Catholic education. Cardinal Cupich joins previous
recipients Don Herak (2012), Dr. Duane Schafer (2014) and
Al Faulkner (2016). Bishop Cupich was instrumental, along
with Don Herak, in the establishment of Nazareth Guild.
Over the past five years, Nazareth Guild, in partnership with Catholic Foundation, has awarded more
than $3.4 million to support our Catholic schools.

BY ALIX
LEE

LEARN MORE
To Learn
more about
the Nazareth
Guild visit
nazarethguild.
com or email
Alix Lee at alee@
dioceseofspokane.org

This academic year, Nazareth Guild subsidized tuition
for students enrolled in all 16 schools in our diocese.
Throughout the evening, student emcees from Trinity,
St. John Vianney, St. Patrick’s (Pasco), St. Thomas More
and Assumption shared how Nazareth Guild has had a
positive impact on their schools. The featured student
entertainment was a scene from "Godspell," directed by
Michael Barfield and performed by St. Aloysius students.
The mission of Nazareth Guild is to enhance the
viability of our Catholic schools. In recent years it has
become increasingly difficult to meet their operating
costs while remaining affordable. With your partnership and gift, Catholic schools will continue to receive
the financial support they are in need of, and students
across Eastern Washington will have the resources to
attend a school offering an excellent education and a
foundation in faith.

CARDINAL CUPICH CELEBRATES
MASS AT CATHEDRAL
BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST

On Sept. 24 Blase Cardinal Cupich celebrated Mass
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes with Bishop Daly, Bishop emeritus Skylstad and Abbot Adrian
Parcher, OSB as the primary con-celebrants. Cardinal
Cupich, formally bishop of Spokane and now archbishop of Chicago, spoke in his homily of the need for
solidarity between Christians, who need to help each
other out of the sinful places we may find ourselves.
Cupich had been in Spokane to receive a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Nazareth Guild for his
commitment to Catholic education, which included his
own work in the founding of the Nazareth Guild.
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IN MEMORIAM: SUE HARMON
LONG-TIME ST. AUGUSTINE DIRECTOR OF
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PASSES AWAY
Sue Harmon passed away peacefully at her home on
Friday, Sept. 29, 2017. She was born in Spokane, Wash.
on Aug. 11, 1951, to James Philip II and Ruth Eileen Lyons.
She married William Reed Harmon on Aug. 7, 1971 in
Arlington, Va. Sue worked at St. Augustine Parish for 30
years, where she touched the lives of many through her
work in religious education and faith formation. She was
dedicated to social justice issues and worked to help
those in need, especially the poor and refugees.

FIFTH ANNUAL DIOCESAN
GUATEMALA CELEBRATION
Over the past 58 years, the Diocese
of Spokane has had a mission relationship with the Mayan natives in the
Diocese of Solola, Guatemala. During those years, many
of our diocesan priests have served these wonderful
Mayan families who live in the remote highlands. In 1975,
a young David Baronti served his diaconate year in Guatemala, was ordained and became the eighth padre of
Spokane to serve as a missionary at the mission.
Last month, Father Baronti, Bishop Gonzalo de Villa
of Solola and Father Manuel Nicasio, who is succeeding
Father Baronti as pastor of the mission, were present at
the Fifth Annual Diocesan Guatemala Celebration.
As part of the program, Bishop de Villa had the opportunity to meet and to thank the wonderful people
who have supported Father Baronti and other mission
programs over the years. Before the festivities were
over, many members of the Diocesan Guatemalan Commission, who have traveled to the mission in Guatemala,
took this opportunity to “roast” their dear friend, Father
Baronti, and thank him for his selfless work over the
past 42 years.

BY DONNA
CONNELL AND
PATT PERLMAN

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the annual
celebration and the mission, please visit our website,
www.dioceseofspokane.org/diocese-of-solola,
or contact Patt Perlman, chair of the Guatemala
Commission, at 509.464.1497.

Pictured (l-r): Bishop emeritus William Skylstad, Father
Manuel Nicasio, Father David Baronti, Bishop Thomas
Daly and Bishop Gonzalo de Villa

RESPECT LIFE MONTH ROUND-UP
BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST

On Sept. 29, the Diocese held the annual Memorial for the Preborn,
remembering all those children who passed away before they could ever
be held by their parents. The evening began with a candlelight eucharistic procession from Bishop White Seminary through Gonzaga’s campus
to St. Aloysius Church. The procession was followed by a rosary. Thanks
to Gonzaga Students for Life, St. Aloysius Church, Gonzaga University
and Bishop White Seminary for their collaboration in this event.
On Oct. 3, the diocesan Respect Life Mass was held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes, with many Catholic school students from
throughout the diocese present. A Respect Life Month prayer was
written by a St. Mary student, Zach Croall.
On Oct. 20-21, many Catholics from across the state gathered in Tacoma for the Cornerstone Conference on pro-life and social justice issues,
sponsored by the Washington Bishops. Speakers presented on such topics as immigration, knitting together pro-life and social justice ministries
at the parish level and pregnancy support. Keynotes from Bishop Robert
Barron, the bishops of Seattle, Yakima and Spokane, Helen Alvaré and
Ralph McCloud inspired participants to continue the great work of prolife and social justice ministries in more effective and integrated ways.
Many parishes also undertook their own Respect Life initiatives, having events focused on serving the poor, pro-life efforts, environmental
awareness in the light of Laudato Si’ and much more.

STUDENT PRAYER FOR RESPECT LIFE MONTH
Dear God, Father Almighty and Creator of heaven and earth,
Help myself, and others, protect and love all human being you
have created and will create. Help us to respect your divine,
mysterious, and joyful gift of life. Help us to keep this miracle
sacred, not only for babies in the womb, but for all humans on
the earth. The elderly, the disabled, the criminals, the addicted,
and every life on this earth is so precious and a true miracle.
God help us to respect all life, from conception to death. Amen.
-Submitted by Zach Croall, St. Mary School
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1.

N.Y. court unanimously rejects assisted
suicide in major pro-life victory
Catholic leaders welcomed the New York
State Court of Appeals decision to uphold the
state’s ban on assisted suicide, which prevents
physicians from providing life-ending drugs to
terminally ill patients.

2.

St. Teresa named co-patron of Kolkata
Marking the first anniversary of St. Teresa
of Kolkata’s canonization, Archbishop Thomas
D’Souza of Kolkata, during Mass at Most Holy
Rosary Cathedral, declared her co-patroness
of the archdiocese.

3.

Oldest Latin commentary on the
Gospels rediscovered
Missing for more than 1,500 years, the earliest
known Latin commentary on the Gospels has
been rediscovered at the Cologne Cathedral
Library, replacing the Vulgate that was translated into Latin by St. Jerome.

4.

Iceland is ‘eradicating’ Down
syndrome … through abortion
A recent article by CBS News reported that
“nearly 100 percent of pregnancies in Iceland
that tested positive for Down syndrome were
aborted”; and while prenatal testing is not
required, health care providers offer pregnant
woman the test as an option.

5.

U.S. Bishops denounce Trump’s decision
to end program for children of immigrants
The USCCB statement denounces … the
cancellation of the DACA program, saying
it causes unnecessary fear for DACA youths
who came to the United States as children
… and think of America as their home.

6.

Belgian religious order refuses papal order
Rejecting an order from Pope Francis, the
Brothers of Charity have announced that they
will continue to allow euthanasia at the 15 psychiatric hospitals they administer in Belgium.

TREATED LIKE A DOG
LIFE OF THE ROCKWOOD LANE DOGS
There are 170 residents at Rockwood Lane where
I make my abode. Most of them have two legs; but
about 20 have four legs, the beloved Rockwood Lane
dogs (RLDs). These pint-size pals of the two-legged
residents provide companionship, comfort, amusement and exercise, among other benefits. Now, these
benefits come at a price. Maintenance of a dog can be
costly financially, as well as psychologically. Even if
you can avoid nighttime feedings, there can be nighttime accidents. But the distress these creatures bring
is far outweighed by the caresses and cuddling they
eagerly bestow.
Morning and evening, I see these little guys, usually
with “Mommy” out for a walk. We actually don’t
say the word because our sweetie gets very excited,
anticipating a rendezvous of Rockwood or merely a
relief mission. Proper deportment and taking care of

LAST WORD

FATHER MARK
PAUTLER

is the chancellor
and judical vicar
of the Diocese of
Spokane.

business on the "W" will evoke praise and merit a "T,"
another word we don’t say lest our little fellow begins
a happy dance in anticipation of a reward.
All things considered, the RLDs have it pretty good.
Mommy and Daddy provide well for them.
There is a covenant that is almost biblical. The dog
has done nothing to merit care and affection. These
graces come from the hand that holds the treat or the
leash; and the dog learns to trust that the treat will be
tasty and the leash will not be a lash. Is this a lesson
in the divine covenant? Dogs get sick; dogs suffer; and
dogs die. These are not occasions for anger, but for
even more care. When they are possessive, destructive
and demanding, we have the patience and perseverance to give them another chance, and another
chance, and another chance.
I don’t want to get attached to the RLDs, but it will
happen. There is Boots. He literally pulls Lois into
church. He must like attending Mass, or maybe he
knows that the "T" lady is at Mass. Gigi lives across
the hall from me. We occasionally meet when Jan is
going on or returning from a "W." I ought to carry a
few "T's," but this would be more for my benefit than
Gigi’s. I don’t want to create dependence.
All things considered, if they treat you like a dog,
Rockwood Lane is not a bad place for such an ordeal.
(Silas is an honorary RLD. Rassie (Erasmus) is Father Kevin Codd’s dog)
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Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
Your official Catholic provider
of end-of-life services
Our experienced Family Service
Advisors and Funeral Directors will
thoughtfully assist you in planning in
advance so that your wishes are met.

Call (509) 467-5496 or visit
us online at cfcsSpokane.org

THE

REMEMBER FAITHFUL
Save the Date
All Souls' Day Mass on November 2nd, at 6:00 pm in the Holy Cross Mausoleum.

September 2017 Burial Names
DOUGLAS G. AMSBURY
LEROY JAMES BYRD
SHARON CLARK
JOE DESTEFANO
VIVIENNE M. DISCIASCIO
SR. LILY MAY EMERT, SP
KYLE SEAN-VINCENT ERWIN
NANCY R. FAIRBURN
LEO A. FAVARO
ELSA R. FLYNN

MICHAELANNE M. FOSTER
VERONICA L. FRANZESE
VIOLET GARCIA
SHIRLEY GRANDINETTI
PATRICIA GWINNUP
HELEN HERNDON
TERESE POTTER JIMENEZ
THOMAS LALONE
ROSA MASSENGALE
THOMAS F. MCGOURIN JR.

NORMAN MCINTYRE
ROBERT T. MCKINNEY
PATRICIA E. NICHOLS
JOHN JOSEPH OLIVERI
PATRICK OWENS
LILLIAN QUAID
RONALD E. RIEL
VIRGINIA RILEY ABRAHAM
WALLACE F. ROTHROCK
JOAN R. SANDERS

VIRGINIA M. SARSFIELD
SCOTT RUSSELL SCHAFER
JOHN F. SICILIA
JAMES VASSAR
MARY VASSAR
FRANK WENDL
LUCILLE WENDL

A MINISTRY SERVING
THE DIOCESE OF SPOKANE
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