Manus Mariae
(Hands of Mary)

June 2015

sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church • 6910 S Ben Burr Rd • Spokane, WA 99223
509-448-9890 • www.sistersofmarymc.org • Visit us on Facebook

“Mission is a passion for
Jesus and at the same
time a passion for his
people…
...In Jesus’ command to
“go forth”, we see the
scenarios and everpresent new challenges
of the Church’s
evangelizing mission.
All her members are
called to proclaim the
Gospel by their witness
of life. In a particular
way, consecrated men
and women are asked to
listen to the voice of the
Spirit who calls them to
go to the peripheries, to
those to whom the Gospel
has not yet been
proclaimed…”

A Message from Mother
Dear Friends in Christ,
Though March is weeks behind us as this newsletter goes out to you, we don’t hesitate to
recall with grateful and joyful hearts several blessings that have come to us through dear St.
Joseph’s intercession. Our candidate, Nicole, received the St. Joseph grant through the
Mater Ecclesiae Foundation. Mater Ecclesiae was founded to assist those who have been
accepted into religious life, but are inhibited by college debt. Nicole entered our
community on May 1, the feast of St. Joseph the Worker! A second blessing during our St.
Joseph novena was the appointment of Bishop Thomas Anthony Daly, auxiliary bishop of
the diocese of San José, CA, as the seventh bishop of Spokane!
Preparing for Pentecost, the titular feast of our community and the birthday of the Church,
we spend the days from Ascension to Pentecost in deeper “Cenacle mode.” The opening
words of our charism invite us to be, “Together with Mary” (Acts 1:14). Our meditation on
Mary’s role as Mother of the Church calls us to be carefully attentive to imitating her
listening and receptive heart.
Those gathered in the Cenacle, the infant Church, were readied for the overshadowing of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, “together with Mary.” Together with Mary, Mother of the
Church, let us be receptive to the generous outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
calls us to bring the Risen Christ into the reality of our everyday circumstances; to conceive
Him in our hearts and to bring Him to others.
Prayerfully,

 His Holiness Pope Francis
Message for 2015 World Mission Day

Come, Holy Spirit

On April 16, Sister Margarite Marie and Sister Paschalina Marie witnessed the culmination of another year of Sacramental
Preparation at St. Peter Parish when forty-two young people and one adult were sealed with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and
received Jesus for the first time in Holy Communion. Seeing the children mature in the Faith throughout the school year has
been a wonderful privilege for the sisters. Bishop Emeritus, William Skylstad, offered the Mass of Confirmation and First
Holy Communion,
p r e a c h i n g
powerfully on the
importance
of
keeping the fire of
faith alive in our
hearts and in those
Far Left:

The
confirmandi
pictured with clergy and
the sisters.

Right:

Sr. Margarite Marie helps
the children prepare to
process into Mass.

SMMC News Brief

SEEK 2015 (Nashville, TN)

Sisters Mary Joanna and Christiana Marie joined over 8,000 students, along with priests and religious
to ring in 2015 in Nashville, TN. The SEEK Conference was an opportunity to evangelize young men
and women from around the country. The sisters heard inspirational speakers, and spent time
reflecting on the deep love of Jesus and the thrill of SEEKing Him.

Vocations Visit (Vancouver, WA)

Sisters Maria Consuela, Christiana Marie, Gabrielle Marie & Amanda attended the 2015 Serra Vocations Dinner at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Vancouver, WA on January 31. The following day, the sisters visited the students in the Religious Education and Sacramental
Preparation program at the Proto-Cathedral of St. James the Greater. The sisters shared about the life of a sister and answered questions
from parents and students on the consecrated life.

Eucharistic Congress (Olympia, WA)

On February 7, Sister Mary Eucharista gave a keynote address at the St. Michael Parish Eucharistic Congress in
Olympia, WA. The theme of Sister’s talk was Luke 5:12, entitled “Lord, if You will, You can make me whole:
relationship, belief, and confidence in our Eucharistic Jesus.” Additionally, Sister gave a talk to the youth on
encountering the Risen Jesus in Holy Communion at Mass.

Idaho Catholic Youth Convention (Boise, ID)

Sisters Margarite Marie, Gabrielle Marie and Amanda attended the ICYC conference on
the weekend of March 6-8 at Bishop Kelly High School in Boise, ID. The weekend’s
theme, “Consumed,” was based on the Gospel for the third Sunday of Lent. It was a
wonderful opportunity for the sisters to promote vocations to the religious life.

Divine Mercy Youth Retreat (Vancouver, WA)

On April 12, Sisters Maria Consuela and Christiana Marie gave a retreat to the youth of St. James Proto-Cathedral and surrounding
parishes. The retreat, entitled, “Belonging,” offered conferences on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit received at Baptism and God’s Divine
Mercy as revealed in the writings of St. Faustina. In addition to the conferences, the retreat included a Holy Hour, recitation of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet, and encountering Christ’s Mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Sr. Mary Eucharista, SMMC, MA!

On Saturday, May 9 our sisters joined the community of Gonzaga University in praising the academic
achievement of their graduate students, among whom was our very own Sister Mary Eucharista, SMMC!
Sister graduated with a Master of Arts in Philosophy. The joy that we felt in celebrating Sister’s
accomplishment can be very much described using St. Paul’s words to the Corinthians, “ ...if one member
is honored, all rejoice together” (1 Cor 12:26). Our hearts were with Sister when she crossed the stage.

We are thankful for your support which has made these and many more works possible!

Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ offers Mass for the sisters after his
Retreat, “How to Listen When God is Speaking.”

Sr. Mary Joanna and Mother Kathryn Joseph
WELCOME Bishop Daly!
Eucharistic Adoration during
ICYC weekend

Sisters Maria Consuela and Christiana Marie
visit with 1st grade students from St. Joseph
Catholic School in Vancouver, WA.

Sisters pictured with young women during our
February “Come and See” discernment weekend.

Open House attendees browse through formation
materials as Sister Margarite Marie guides them
through the novitiate common area.

Celebrating the Month of May, Together with Mary
On the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, May 13,
we were joined by girls ages 8-17 for our 2nd
annual Together with Mary day.
It was an opportunity for the girls to be “little
missionaries” in the service of children in the
Diocese of Solalá, Guatemala, by making First
Communion banners. The day culminated in
recitation of the Rosary and crowning Our
Lady.

Above : Nicole assisting at the lamb/pelican
cutting table.

We are thankful to the parents, young
volunteers, and Fr. Darrin Connall and the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes’ staff for
their help in making this day possible.

Above : Sr. Mary Joanna & a young volunteer
cutting wheat sheaves & Pelicans’ nests for the kits.

May God reward your generosity!

Left: The
sisters and
volunteers
with a
sample
banner.
Above: Packaging completed banner kits

Above: Crowning Our Lady

We are grateful to you, our friends, for your generous support over the years which has allowed us to
continue to serve the Church and the needs of our growing community. Your prayers, as well as your
donations, have been a source of great strength for us.

Please prayerfully consider donating using the enclosed envelope.
Thank you and God bless you!

 The Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church

Growing Under the Watchful Eye of St. Joseph
On May 1, our community was graced with a great gift from our Patron, St. Joseph. Not only did we get to celebrate
Mother Kathryn Joseph’s feast day, but we rejoiced in our Lord’s providence and in St. Joseph’s intercession that made it
possible for our community to continue to grow!
Nicole was received as a candidate on a very fitting date. She was awarded the St. Joseph grant by the Mater Ecclesiae Fund
for Vocations to be able to be relieved of her educational loans in order to enter. Please keep our community, Nicole, and
Mater Ecclesiae in your prayers as we make this pilgrimage toward our true Home!

Name: Nicole Marie Hendershot
Age: 26

Hometown: Billings, MT
Fun Fact (s): I enjoy drinking coffee, esp.
Mystic Monk, traveling and studying
theology. I walked from Seattle to
Washington, D.C. with Crossroad Pro-Life
Walks, during which I met the SMMCs for
the first time.
Before Entering SMMC:
I began work on my M.T.S. in Marriage and Family Studies at the
Pontifical John Paul II Institute in Washington, D.C. I worked as a payroll
specialist and volunteered as a catechist for RCIA.

Our novitiate sisters standing under Our Lady’s
motherly gaze. From left to right: Sr. Gabrielle Marie,
Sr. Christiana Marie, Sr. Amanda & Nicole

What drew you to the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church?:
I was drawn by their joyful spirit and catechetical apostolate. And people tell me I look good in blue. :)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May

28 – June 1
7
15 – 19
19

June

22 – 26
24
29 – July 2

July

Encounter (St. Louis, MO)
Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Mary Eucharista! (Corpus Christi)
Colfax VBS
Diocesan Priestly Ordinations
Southside VBS
SMMC Founding Day!
Vocare 2015

5 – 10

Sisters’ Annual Retreat

12 – 26

Vita Consecrata Institute (Christendom College)

16 – 19

Idaho Family Camp (Cascade, ID)

30 – Aug. 2 Ignite Your Torch Northwest (Olympia, WA)
31 – Aug. 2
6

August

October

25 – 27

Steubenville NW
Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Christiana Marie! (Transfiguration)

Three Days With…St. John Paul II

Children’s Summer Program (St. Peter Parish)

29

Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Paschalina Marie!
(Passion of St. John the Baptist)

16

Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Margarite Marie!
(St. Margaret Mary Alacoque)

30 – Nov. 1 “Come and See” Discernment Retreat

Living our “Yes,” Together with Mary
Together with Mary, Mother of the Church, we communicate the knowledge, love, and hope of the
Risen Christ and His Church through communal charity and joyful evangelization.

 SMMC Charism
Our sisters are often asked about the
consecrated life, the meaning of our
crest, and our charism. Since this is the
“Year for Consecrated Life,” inquiries
about religious life, particularly life as a
Sister of Mary, Mother of the Church,
are more frequent. While there are many
expressions of religious life, they are all
manifestations of the Spirit for the
common good (see 1 Cor 12:7). Each
religious family serves a need within the
Church and is given a specific charism for
that purpose. As Sisters of Mary, Mother
of the Church, our charism is rooted in
our Marian spirituality.

spirit of complete abandon, conforming
our will to that of the Father.
From the moment of the
Annunciation, when Mary declared
herself to be the handmaid of the Lord,
up to Pentecost, together with the
disciples of her Son, Mary was always at
the disposal of God the Son, and docile
to God the Holy Spirit. Like her we wish
to live in a spirit of docility to Jesus so
that He may reach others through us.

When Our Lady was overshadowed
by the Holy Spirit, she brought the joy of
Christ to others, from the hill country of
Judea to the couple with no wine at
Living out our Cana.
charism means
Together with Mary, we wish to
that, like Mary, sense and to feel with the Church we are to have Sentire cum Eccclesiae - (our community
an openness and motto). Like Mary, we strive to serve
docility to the joyfully where the Church calls us,
Holy Spirit; a
bringing Christ to all we encounter.

