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Thy divine birth,
O Lord, gave
birth to all
creatures; Born
again, mankind
was born of her
who gave birth
to thee…
…Thy birth gave
birth to all.
Praise to Thee,
who became a
child, to make all
things new.
 Ephrem the Syrian

(Hymn 3 on the Birth of the
Lord, v.5)

Christmas Greetings
Dear Friends,
Advent tucks us deeply into the mystery of silent expectation. We ponder with prophets and
priests down through the longings of centuries unto the dawn of the tiny Messiah’s coming
and His nine month residency beneath his mother’s heart. At that time, no ultrasound could
evidence the forming of tiny fingers and feet; hands that would one day write in the sand
and change water into wine, or feet that would skim across the surface of a stormy sea. This
holy season recalls the sacred time when Jesus was being “knit together in his mother’s
womb.” (Ps 139:13)
How wonderfully amazing that Christ longs to be formed in us too! Over the ancient
baptistery of the Lateran Basilica, the Marian mystery of the Church’s motherhood through
baptism is poetically proclaimed: “The Church, Virgin-Mother, brings forth from the river the
children she conceived by the breath of God.” St. Leo the Great, in regarding Christmas as a
feast of baptism, recalled that the power of the Most High which overshadowed Mary
enabling her to give birth to the Redeemer, also overshadowed the waters of baptism,
bringing to baptismal waters the power of new life.
In imitation of our Creator’s dependence upon His creature, let us renew our baptismal
promises, as well as entrust ourselves totally to Mary, that she may take up her splendid work
of forming us into the likeness of her Divine Son.
In the peace and love of the Infant Savior,

Celebrating the Year for Consecrated Life
On November 30, the Holy Father opened the Year for
Consecrated Life. This year, ending on February 2, 2016,
aims at making a grateful remembrance of the contribution of
men and women religious in the Church, while looking at the
ways consecrated life has experienced a renewal since the
Second Vatican Council.

We are grateful to those, who, over the years, have given us
the opportunity to serve them in many ways. As we move
forward with this year dedicated to our way of life, we are
excited to embrace this time for sharing our life, not only
with inquiring young women, but with the lay faithful who
support us by their prayers, talents and treasures.

The reception of a new candidate, a novice and the public
renewal of vows of Sister Mary Joanna, were opportunities
for our community to reflect on the gift of our call to
embrace consecrated life and the ways we strive to remain
faithful missionaries of the Risen Christ and His Church.

We invite you to join us for a Day of Open House on
February 8th, 2015. Continue to check our website and
Facebook page for additional
information for upcoming events
celebrating this year.

Feast of John Lateran. Clergy, Missionaries of
Charity join in celebrating our anniversary of
vows and Sr. Joanna’s renewal of profession.

Sr. Gabrielle Marie’s joy at
hearing her new name for the
first time.

SMMC News Brief

Summer Activities

Our sisters participated in various apostolates throughout the Boise, Seattle, and Spokane
dioceses evangelizing young people and families throughout the Northwest. At the close of
the summer, Sisters Maria Consuela, Paschalina Marie and Christiana Marie attended the
Northwest Eucharistic Marian Conference where they had the opportunity to hear
conferences on how Our Lady, in her humility and openness to God’s will can serve as a
great exemplar for the New Evangelization. Conferences were given in part by our friend, Fr.
Gary Caster.

New Ventures in Evangelization

Sister Margarite Marie has begun using the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for children
aged 3-6 at St. Peter’s Parish. The atrium was made possible through the generosity of
many parishioners and the support of their pastor, Fr. Brian Mee.

Day of Prayer at Immaculate Heart Retreat Center

Sister Mary Eucharista gave a Day of Prayer on the angels entitled, “The Angels and Us: Protectors, Friends,
Guardians, Guides.” Those who attended the retreat had the opportunity to learn from conferences on the
works of the Church Fathers and Scripture, and to receive God’s merciful love through the sacrament of
Reconciliation and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The day closed with a time of Eucharistic Adoration.

Beauty and Hermeneutics: Identity in Consecrated Life

Sister Mary Eucharista also presented a philosophy paper at the Power of Beauty Conference held at the
Franciscan University of Steubenville in Steubenville, OH. Sister’s presentation on “Beauty, Gadamer and
Hermeneutics: Consecrated Life as the Icon of the Transfigured Christ” was another opportunity to engage in joyful
evangelization and to share the fruit of her prayer and study.

Thank you for your ongoing support, which makes our efforts of joyful evangelization possible!
For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men
in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. (Heb. 5:1)
Far Left: Fr.
Curtis Seidel
offers first Mass
for the sisters.
Left: Fr. Dale
Tuckerman
gives a blessing
to Sister
Paschalina Marie
following his first
convent Mass
with sisters.

The Lord has sworn …“You are a Priest forever after the order of Melchiz’edek.”(Psalm 110:4)

Sr. Margarite Marie plays Our Lady during
Three Days With Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Students from the Ancilla group at Gonzaga
Prep lead the living rosary at IHRC’s Mary
Day, assisted by Sr. Maria Consuela.

Left: Mother Kathryn Joseph and Sr. Mary

Joanna pose with All Saints Sisters of the Poor
while attending the 2014 CMSWR National
Assembly. The All Saints Sisters were received
into full communion with the Catholic
Church in 2008.

Right: Sister Mary Joanna at the Head and

Heart Immersion Course led by Christopher
West.

Young women pray with us during our “Come & Eat”

Sisters Paschalina Marie and Margarite Marie with
sisters at the Bosco Conference in Steubenville, OH.

Meet our Newest Members!
We welcome with the greatest joy our two newest members and we continue to give praise to God for their generous response to
His call. Please join us in praying for them as they take the first step in their journey as Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church.
We are thankful for all of your prayers and support to our community and ask your continued prayers for the young women
discerning with our community. May the Holy Spirit inspire in them a generous response to serve Jesus in religious life.
Name: Amanda Tennyson
Age: 24
Hometown: Mountain Home, ID but
growing up in a military family, there
isn’t one particular town I would call
my hometown; I’ve lived all over.
Fun Facts: I am a black stripe in
Taekwondo which is one step away
from black belt. I started learning
piano when I was six years old.
Before Entering SMMC:
I was involved in Religious Education,
Music Ministry, Youth Ministry and
Saint Vincent de Paul Society.
What drew you to the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church?:
What drew me most to the Sisters was their joy and peace, their
sense of family and the feeling of coming home. I love praying
with them as a family, and the charism of evangelization is one
God called me to years ago.

Name: Sister Gabrielle Marie of
Our Lady, Ark of the Covenant
Age: 33
Hometown: Seward, AK
Fun Facts: I am only 4’10”; when I
was a teenager, I had a pet iguana
named Charlie that I got just so I
could hopefully grow him large
enough to walk him on a leash.
Before Entering SMMC:
I worked as a high school youth
group coordinator, a ruggist in a
taxidermy shop, and as a
seamstress in a bridal shop.
What drew you to the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church?:
I was really drawn by the Sisters’ untiring, joyful and zealous
following of Christ and the community’s beautiful charism of
communal charity and joyful evangelization.

We are grateful for your continued, prayerful, and generous support which has allowed us to serve in our
many apostolates but also to meet the formation needs of our current sisters and to receive new members. If
you have not had the opportunity to take part in our Annual Appeal, it is not too late to participate.
You may use the provided envelope or the QR code to the right to take advantage our online giving options
via WeShare. May God reward your generosity!

 The Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church

A Fatherly Farewell

We look fondly on our time spent with Archbishop Cupich and
are grateful for his guidance to our diocese and to our
community these past years. As we pray to the Holy Spirit for
the gift of a new Shepherd, we continue to keep Archbishop
Cupich and his needs in our thoughts and prayers, and ask for
your prayers for us and for the man who will be the seventh
bishop of Spokane.

All Saints Mass offered by Archbishop Cupich

Amid a heavy traveling schedule and a flurry of details to
attend to before his installation to the Chicago Archdiocese,
Archbishop Cupich took the opportunity to make one last visit
with our community on the Solemnity of All Saints.
The Archbishop began the morning with the celebration of his
last convent Mass for us. We are thankful to have had the
opportunity to commemorate this great feast with him.
Following a meeting with the founding sisters, Archbishop
Cupich met with the rest of the community for a quick, fatherly
goodbye which was marked by his wit and quick humor.

Archbishop Cupich with our
community on All Saints Day
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December

January

February

16

Christmas Novena Begins

27

Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Mary Joanna!
(St. John the Evangelist)

1—5

Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Francine! (St. Francis de Sales)

8

Day of Open House
(Year for Consecrated Life Activity)

13—15
6—8

March

April

May

SEEK 2015 (Nashville, TN)

24

“Come and See” Discernment Retreat
Idaho Catholic Youth Convention (Boise, ID)

10

St. Joseph Novena Begins

19

Blessed Feast Day, Mother Kathryn Joseph!
(St. Joseph)

20—22

Catholic Youth Celebration (Spokane, WA)

25

Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Gabrielle Marie! (Annunciation)

16

Confirmation and First Communion (St. Peter Parish)

26

Blessed Feast Day, Sr. Maria Consuela!
(Our Lady of Good Counsel)

31

Confirmation and First Communion
(Our Lady of Lourdes)

28—June 1 Encounter (St. Louis, MO)
TBA

“Come and See” Discernment Retreat

Join us for our next
“Come and See”

“For to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:11-12

When: Feb. 13-15, 2015
Who: Discerning women 18-35
Where: Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center

How: Contact us

vocations@sistersofmarymc.org

Merry Christmas

From the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church!

